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Of Three Inhumane 
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By William Bliſſe alias Watts, of the Pariſh of 

Mims in the County of Middleſex, upon the 
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A True and perfect Relation 6f three Blond 
MURDERS, committed by William Bliſs, upot 


* . the Bodyof William Fohnſon his Kinſman, and Rober 
Porter a Servant to of Mr. Nichols, ec. £ 


F we look back upon former ages and turn over ths 
variety of ancient and modern Hiſtories , we ſhall 
find that Revenge and Murther have ever proved 
fatal crimes to their undertakers , for let them be 

never {o ſecretly contrived, or the ſhedding of innocent 
Blood never {o wretchedly perpetrated ; yet as our Con. 
ſcience is to us a thouſand Witneſſes, ſo God is to us 
thouſand Conſciences ; firſt to bring it to light, and then 
their Authors to deſerved puniſhments for the ſame, when 
they leaſt dream or think thereof. For as there is no peace 
tothe wicked , ſo they ſhall find no Peace or Tranquility 
kere on Farth, either with Cod or his Creatures; becauſ& 
if they wou!d conceal it, the very Fow!s of the Air, © 

Beaſts of the Feild,yea,the very ſtones and timber of their 
Chamber would dete& it, a powerful example and preſi- 
dent whereof , we may behold in this' enſuing Hiftory 5} 
where a wretched Creature making himſelf guilty of theſe! 
bloody Crimes, by the providence of God is diſcovered;' 
and receives exemplary and condign puniſhment for the 


[lliam Bliſs commonly known by the name of! 
IWatts of Kicksend,in the County of Middleſex! 
Butcher, bcing about the Age of one or two| 

and twenty years, committed aninhumane Muther upon{ 
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(2) 
one Wifliam Johnſon his Kinſman , Robbing him'of fix 
pound in mony , and then threw the body 1ato a.Pand, 
which was in ſome days after found by the Neighbours : 
And this William Bliſs being obſerved to be laſt in bis 
company, was upon ſuſpicion of the Murther apprehen- 
ded and carryed before a Juſtice of the Peace , who com- 
mitted him to Newgate ; where he lay till the Seſlions,but 
no politive evidence coming againlt hun , he was cleared 
of this Fat : yct notwithſtanding the eyes and judgment 
of men could not diſcover this, the Juſtice of God began 
to be exemplary upon /him , ſtriking him from head to 
foct , - with a loathſume Leprous diſcale, who before was 
clear kind and well (haped, and comely in all his parts ! 
yer did not this deter this wicked Villain from a farther 
prog-cls in his bloody and wicked practiles ; for where a 
heart is given to covetouſneſs and cruelty , there is little 
fign of Crace 3 and thercfore leſs hope of proſperity ei- 
ther in this 1i® or the next : for thole ace fins which ſa 
much ccclips the Judgments, and darkens the Underſtan> 
dings, rh2t the Man thereby runs blindfolded and head- 
long toall miſery and confuſion : and makes his eſtate ſo 
deſperate , thathe deſerves not to be pittyed by any, be- 
cauſc he would not pitty or compaſſionate others. 

Thus lived this wretch for ren or twelve months en. 
deavouring to juſtifie himſelf, and get credit and reputati- 
an , paying ſome debts with the mony he took from the 
perſon Murthered, and now he again treads the tragick 
by of blosd , for being hired to conduct a yourg man 


(ſervant to Mr. Nichols, in the Pariſh oi Mims) through |' 
RACE HER Enfield |. 
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(5) i 
fix ' Enſeeld-Chaſe., diſcovering by ſome diſcourſe that the 
id, young man had mony about bim , watching his oportu* | 
nity , killed him with a Hedg-Bill in the Chaſe z robbed 
bis ' 'him of his mony, and took a Bill of four pound out of | 
N= his pocket, which he afterward carryed to the Maſter | 
m- of the murthered , demanding the mony with threats ; * 
ut - pretending that his Servant was his Brother , and was not | 
ed | well, and could not ſtay for his money ; notwithſtanding 
ne | his threats the mony was not paid. This was evidenced by 
Th the ſaid Maſter at his Trial , but the manner of the diſco- 
to | very wasſtrange and miraculous, for ſome Hourds being 
as kept hard by the place where the murthered perſon was 
| buried;ſenting the dead Corps that was but ſhallowly bu*' 
or ried in the ground, with their paws and noſes tears up the” 
a | Earthand drags up the body : eating part of his bowels, 
c ' andleaving ſeveral of his bones above-ground, which this: 
- |. | Villain obſerving before any one elſe, buries it again, and: 
Q Covers it with Green Sods, and ſticks buſhes. abour it to! 
SH keep offthe hounds, which was one means of his diſcovery;' 
T0 fcr he was obſcrvcd to cur ſuch buſhes in the Chaſe, \ 
, | which being applied co the places where he had'cut them, l. 
they did exaQt]y fit. W ; 5. 
But on the 24th of day February, 1672. the hounds, | |& 
being carryed our by their Maſter, and ſome gentlcmento'| 'K 
hunr,comiog rear to this place Icft the {ent of their Game, : 
| and ruſhed through theſe buſhes, and again tore up* 
| the body, miſerably torn about the bowels and breaſt, 
| butas God would haveit, they had not torn his Face 5/ 
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(6) 
upon this the Gentlemen retired with their dogs8& acquain 
{ted the neighbours with the diſcovery, upon which many 
flock to the place, and among the reſt the Murtherer,who 
being deſired by one Fohn Hardyman a Butcher ( a neigh- 
bour thereabouts) to touch the body, he refuſed it with an 
Oath , whereupon the perlon replyed , I am afraid you 
have had a hand in this mans death - But the Villain then 
made anſwer, have a care that I have not a hand in yours: 
upon which he was apprehended , and upon ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances proving the fa&, at the Coroners Inqueſt was 
Committed to Newgate , which at the Sellions in the O/d- 
Bayly, Feb. 28th. was moſt clearly proved againſt him , 
and he ſentenced to be Execated at Tybourn ; but upon 
the Countries requeſt, the Bench was pleaſed to order his 
Execution to be at the place where he committeed the 
Bloody Murther : where he is to hang in Chains, as a me-« 
morable example of Gods Juſtice, in diſcovering and pu- 
niſhing ſuch Crimes , and to deter others from doing the 
like, and the charge of this Execution the Country there- 
about voluntarily offered to defray. 

Since his [Impriſonment , another ſuſpicious ſign of a 
|Murther of his hath been diſcovered, wiz. There is: 
found ſome Cloaths hid in a Hay-Mow, at the Checker in 
Kicksend , near to this Murtherers Fathers houſe. The 
Circumſtances giving the caule of this ſuſpicion are theſe. 
A Drovers Boy coming from London, was buying a Pie at 
this Murtherers Fathers houſe, and was obſerved by the 
Vurtherer to pull mony out of his (hooe to pay for it, who 


2Xamined the Boy,why he carryed mony in his'ſhooes, the 


ain | (7) 


ny Boy replict , T hawe that abomt me,” for which many a man 
ho loſeth his Life, upon which he was obſerved ro walk along. 
he with the Boy toward Market-Street , but'the Boy was ne-: 
an ver ſeen ſince that time ; And the Cloathes are known to 
ou be the ſame he wore when he bought the Pie. 

en Now from this dreadful] and bloody ſtory, the Reader 
42 may learn how God in his due time and providence doth 
Th aſuredly detec and puntſh Murther , ler this exemplary 
As puniſhment be a caveat for all perſons not only to deteſt 
d. theſe foul ſms of Coveteoufne(s and Mourther in others, 
1, but.to hate and abhor them in themſelves, for if to the reſt 
Mn of our fins we once conſent to add that ſcarlet and crying 
1s fin of Murther , that blood which we untimely ſend to 
ic Earth, will in Gods time draw down vengeance on our 
2 heads from Heaven. 

- 
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. | A ſummary account of the Murtherers Ations, 
Illiam Bliſs alias Watts , was in NCew- | 


ate about two years ſince, for the 
Murdering, of one William Fohnſon , the ſon of | 
| William Fohnſon a Dyer in Soutbwark.. The caſe 
: | this, Blſs andone Fobn Clay (who dyed in 

. Goale) were committed for the Murther of the- 
ſaid Boy upon ſuſpicion, Bhs knowing that. 


he- 
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(8) 
he had mony to pay to one Nichols , from. his 
Maſter, which was hi, ncle, Richard Fohnſon a 
Butcher atKiks(end near Hadley,on BarnetCom- 


WP 
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WE" Bl mmitted by Francs 
Croyley Eſq; upon ſuſpicion of Mur- 
dering one Robert Porter, thezqth of Feb.1672. 
The perſon was murdered about Michaelmas 
laſt, & his body was found buried neartheRound 
about- Houſe at Kicksend by a pack of Dogs 
Hunting, who left the Hare in view to ſcrape o. 
ver the place where the body was buried, (the 
Hogs having much torn theCarcaleJthe cloathes 
was ſeen and known by ſeveral marks to be the 
cloathes of Porter, who was never [een ſince he 
was in Blifies company. The Wtneſles proved 


had been ſome days in his company, ard alſo 
knew that he had money about him. Bliſs de: 
nyed all this. Whereupon he was conviRted, 


anJdisto be Hanged ia Chains near the Round. 
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thatthis Bliſs had been twonights with Imm,and- 
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about Houle at Kicksend: 6: og 


